
Update for waterway users - 5 March 2021 
 

Following the Prime Ministers announcement of the 4 step road map for lifting Coronavirus 

restrictions, this is our updated guidance for boating customers, which we are issuing ahead 

of 8 March when the Government begins to cautiously ease lockdown restrictions in 

England. Each step of the roadmap will continue for at least 5 weeks to allow the 

Government to make an assessment before easing restrictions further.  

Further guidance on the Government roadmap can be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response spring-2021/covid-19-

response-spring-2021-summary  

What this means for our waters –  

For all steps of the Government roadmap, those who live aboard their boats can continue 

to travel to access essential services and facilities.  

All boating activity on our waters should follow the guidance in the Table below. From 29 

March, as part of the first step, 'Stay at Home' restrictions will be lifted, however 

Government guidance instructs you to continue to stay local where possible and minimise 

travel throughout the first 3 steps of the roadmap. “Staying in your local area means stay in 

the village, town, or part of the city where you live.” Guidance – National Lockdown: Stay at 

Home updated 22nd Feb 2021 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-

home. This means that during the first step from 29th March, people should avoid travelling 

further than is reasonably necessary on board their boat or to take part in their waterway 

activity.  

All references to permitted activities must still adhere to the latest social distancing rules. 

COVID-Secure guidance will also remain in place up to and including Step 3 (subject to a 

proposed review of social distancing rules ahead of Step 4).  

Boats and businesses must not cater for groups larger than the legal limits at each step 

unless meeting the conditions for a permitted organised gathering. These will be 

reintroduced at Step 2 for outdoor gatherings and Step 3 for indoor gatherings.  

Anyone making plans for later in the summer should follow government advice carefully 

and check GOV.UK to ensure you are keeping yourselves and others safe. 
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