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ARRANGEMENTS FOR LOWERING THE MIDDLE RIVER (‘COLLEGE BACKS’) 

The Conservators have acknowledged that the practice of river lowering along the College Backs 
can have negative impacts on river users and the environment. Dewatering may also place riparian 

structures at risk. At their meeting on 10th January 2008, Conservators decided that the annual 
practice of river lowering should be abandoned.  

Requests for river lowering and asset inspections 

Conservators have agreed that an application for lowering will not be granted for the purposes 

of an inspection only. Those seeking to undertake inspections are advised to seek alternative 

methods of inspection (e.g. use of underwater cameras, divers etc.).  

Applicants requiring an inspection only are encouraged to coordinate their programme with other 

parties undertaking works which require a lowering, and wait for the next scheduled period for 
lowering.  

River lowering will be permitted on a 2-yearly cycle to avoid river lowering occuring more than 

once in a 24 month period.  

The typical period for river lowering will be in the second or third week of January, or if this is not 

possible then in the fourth week of January and first week of February. 

The river will only be lowered for more than one day if a legitimate request is received which 
requires a longer period of lowering. A period of up to 14 days will be offered to those seeking to 

undertake works. The fees for 2016/17 will be £2430 for up to 14 days. If an applicant cannot 
complete their work programme within this 14-day period, substantial penalty fees will apply. For 

the 2013/14 season, the penalty fee for over-run remains at £729 per day or part thereof. 

Note: All works to the riverbank require a licence from the Conservators under the terms of the 
1922 River Cam Conservancy Act (see below). 

Emergency works 

Conservators reserve the right to deal with emergency applications (e.g. if a wall or bank collapses) 

outside the normal terms of agreement for river lowering. 

Applications for a river lowering and licensing of works 

Applications for any river lowering, or proposals for works to the banks or bed of the river, should 

be made in writing to the River Manager at least 28 days in advance at the address given below. 

 

SUMMARY 

Type of works Method  

Asset inspections (above, at or below 
waterline) 
 

Use underwater cameras or divers 
Take advantage of free one day lowering (every 
other year) 

Repair or improvement works 
 

Make a request for a river lowering within the period 
agreed by the Conservators (every other year) 
Works must be licensed by the River Manager 

Flood Defence Consent may be required for works 
within 9m of the watercourse. Contact Development 

& Flood Risk, Environment Agency, Bromholme 
Lane, Brampton, Huntingdon PE28 4NE. Telephone 
08708 506506. 

Emergency repairs Contact River Manager 

 


